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INFANTS: 
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$.it-8,40- a Aﬀlidion: at chrongh, al 
ſtrange Detetvency of' thie Primitive | 
Zeal, . in the, exteriout 'Worſhip of 
our God,  {o Solemn and Eminent a 
part thereof, as the Publick Celebration of: the 
Sacrament of Baptilm,,, hould'be-{o'much neg- 
leGed ( not to. ay oppos'd.) as” i» and-0 
B | 


[2] 


need of Patronage and Afſertion ; ſo it is an 
Advantage to engage i the defeiice of a Praftice 
as Antient as Chriſtianity it ſelf, and as general- 
ly received ( till of late ) w ichout Contradidti- 
on or Diſpute. Since therefore that devout and 
excellent Office labours under ſuch unhap- 
PY Circumſtances, and that no other Pen has 

en mans, employed te redrels the Grie- 


Sdedeled? ory _— o "7 FRE Ar 1 


rather than er it -p appearing Friendleſs, 
to fall into more contempt. 

Let him not be thought herceig.to-prelume.on 
his own Abilities'({ which he is ous how 
ſmall they are ) ſince he eſpouſes a Cauſe fo 
arm'd with Truth, Antiquity and Reaſon, that 
it cannot be a ſufferer, ev'n by the weakeſt == 


nagement 3” W hich rakes ul pre g= 
brew Champion, accoſting m1 od ding Giant, 
and Jeſpile the Armour g, fllacious Sophiſtry, 


as ſufficiently guarded and fecur'd by the Na- 
kedneſs of du Trath: which he maintains, And 
he eanmot dbube, bee that the better it'is \di- 
ſcern'd,it will have-the preater Prevatency, and in 
ſpite of Oppolitisn, become more ian Con- 
jJueror. 

For the Coriviction theri'of fach wks reſi 

to bring their Children into. the place of = 
ic 
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lick' Workp; the Chutreh;) t9-abociverthein Thi = 


tation: iffto! che: Ghriſtian! Religion, Þycthe:fia- 
crament of: Baptiſm, there mn the Face of-the 
Congregation ; but either through Obſtinacy, 
Pride, ''or Ignorance, - contend to have - 
fice perform'd within their, Houſes + Ic "may 


perhaps be pertinent to proceed in this Method, | 


and propale to their conſideration, 


Firſt, The Rubrick of our Church prefix'$ 1 


the Office of Publick Baptiſan of Infants. 


Secondly, The Conſent in this patticulan, be. 


tween the Eaſtern and Weſtery Churches, - 
Thirdly, The Ground of this Rubrick,) ap» 
on whac ſtrength of Antiquity ad! Reaſon. it 


relys. 


Fowthly, The Power of the Charch ro mides | 


this InjunGtion, and the indiſpenſable Obligation 
that lies'on them to obey -it;"] | 


RN pic anal fake - 


jeRions, that are uſually madeagainſt the peniiary 


mance of this Duty. © 
Bur here while the necefiſty, of 


aſſerted, 'jt muſt be ;ynderſtagd to! mean it 
with a Suppoſition of their being in a condition 


hit $0. be: carried abroad-;\ foriin caſe: of Sickneſs © 
and gxtream neceſſity, where there is\danger of 


their dying Unbaptiz: & th Church has d 


of 


bringing Cit 
dren t9-the Church, : 40, reveive:their Ba ptiſin, is 


[4] 
of [Private 'Adminiſtration ', * and rms F 
form for it,-'atid enjoyn'd the uſe of-thatralone, 
as there will be occaſion to take notice here- 
afrer. 
\ To' proceed then to the -propos d Method. 
' "That part-of the Rabrick- in the Miniſtrati- 
on of Publick Baptiſm of Infants in the” Church; 
( for that is the Title of the Office ) which con- 
cerns the preſent buſineſs, is thus ; + | 
va ( a )-< The Godfathers and Godmothers, and 
Public Baptiſm ©© the People with the Child, muſt be ready at 
f Mfans. «the Font, either immediately after the laſt Le(- 
« ſon at Morning Prayery or elſe immediately 
« after the Jaſt Leſſon! at 'Fvening Prayer, as the 
« Curate by his Diſcretion ſhall appoint. -And 
« the Prieſt coming to the Font (which is then to 
« be fill'd with/pure Water) and ſtanding there, 
« ſhall ſay, &c. This we find to-havebeen'the 
Pradtice of the Greek Church; by their Entholo- 
on gium ; and'(b) Arendins in his Book of the 
Agreement between the Eaſtern and: Weſtern 
ans Chatches, tellsus, Thavinth&(c) Patriatchal 
terratz. Euthologinm, is 'merition"of the” Patriarch's "go- 
ing from his Seat, and entering by -the Sextry 
into the place 'of the Baptiſtery or ;Font, ec. 
LN And'(d Simeon Theſſalonicerifis tells us fromthe 
x. 329. Greek Ritual," That afrer che Forticth Da i 


Chud is brought again to the Church 'by' 1 
Mother, 


"Fh4 


Mothet, and offer'd as a Gift to God. Thus 


we find in the Novels of the Emperor * Leo, 7 Coftit. 17. | 


that the Child, in caſe of Health and Freedom 8re5 5 i.t- 


T-74, Jrog- 


from the inconveniencies mcident to its tender 2.,4p, &c 


age, ſhould be reſerv'd to the Fortieth Day- to 
receive its Illummation; becauſe it was thought 
fir, that as it was fo long in its formation in the 
receptacle of Nature, ſo the ſame time ſhould be 
allow'd tor its/ preparation, to be brought into 
the + Houle of the divine Glory, and-the Eter- | 5*?,:w 
nal Father of all things. | &. 7 
And agreeably we find in the Roman Rituals, 
that tho' in time of urgent neceflity, nothing 
ſhould hinder Baptiſm from. being Adminiſtred 
in any place ; yet the proper place of Baptizing 
is the Church, in which there is a Font for the 
purpoſe. : And it-is. now the -praQtice both of-the 
(e) Greek and (f ) Latin Charches,to bring their (7282s 
Children 'to the: places of Publick Worſhip; 4: cr 
, Ch. 3% 


there to be Baptiz'd. And this pleaſing harmony (f) Rituale 


of theſe two Famous Churches, in this particular, rnd 


ſhould certainly invite all the other Members of 
the Holy  Catholick Church to joyn in Conſort 
with them ; and they will be the rather inclin'd 
to this agreement, if they conſider on what a 
ſtrong Foundation of [Antiquity and Reaſon 
it is built. The Antiquity of this Practice is e- 
qual with the inſtitution of Baptiſm 1e-{el£ 
(g) St. 


<l——— 


(6 ] 
.<; &. Matt. (' g ) St. Jobx the Baptiſt performing itin. Publick, 
and the Apoſtles afterwards, when they were 
at Liberty fo to do: for it was done in the AF- 
{emblies of the People, for the moſt part, which 
1s one main thing requiſite to make any perfor- 
mance Publick ; and then 1t was done too 1nthe 
publick places of -Worſhip, ſuch as were con- 
ſiſtent with-che State of Chriſtianity at that time, 
the other great requiſite to compleat a publick 


Office, 
(b) An. Dom. Thus Juſtin Martyr, who flouriſh'd (þ ) early 
rey in the Church, ſpeaking of the manner of admini- 


(7) 4po.2 ſtring Baptiſm, ſays, (#)) They (meaning the Per- 
nis: Frere {ons to be baptized) are carried by usto the place 
Ck ©” where the Water is, and are regenerated the ſame 
way that we had been before: And again he ſays, 
The Name of the God and Father of all things 
"" is mention'd, and we invoke that alone ; leadi 
__()#nas the Perſon to be Baptiz'd to the ( &:) Laver or 
6... place of Waſhing; by which Laver it he does not 
mean the Baptiſtery or Font ; yet he intimates 
the publick performance of the Office, and is el{c- 
where poſitive, that Baptiſm was adminiſter'd in 
the publick Afemblies, as we ſhall hereafter find 
him cited by the Magdeburgenſes, which: ſuffici- 
ently makes for the purpoſe of this Diſcourſe. 
For if in his time there were no publick Fonts, 


it was becauſe the Church was not then in; a ſet- 
led 
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ked State ; and the Church by ing thoſe 
Offices of Baptiſm, and the like, in the places, 
and at the times of their more folemn meeti 
did ſufficiently dechre thoſe rimes and places to 
be the propereſt for ſuch Adminiſtrations. And 
that in; the ſettlement of the Church, they were 
determin'd 'to them, will be manifeſt from 4 
(1) St. Athanaſins, who flouriſh'd in the Year (!) Frit a 3} 
340. who making an admiration of the Villany doxos. 
choſe times, Tays, Was ever the like Fa& com- 
mitted, even 1n time of War and Perſecution ? 
And tlits unparallel'd Wickedneſs was the burn- 
ing the Churches-and Baptiſteries 2 By which it 
appears, not only that Fonts for publick Bapriſm 
were theft itiule, but that they had been of taucl 
antienter ſtanding ; for had there not been ſuch 
places long betore, how tidiculous had it been for = 
che Fathertd fay, That the like wickedneſs had ne- 
ver been committed (for the Interrogation here is 
much ftronper than a Negative) and to wonder | 
at itas a new and unheard of Thing. Neither was 
the aſt of Forts unknown in the'Latin Church, - 
for ( m ) Tertwlian, of eathier dite than Atha- (=) 4s 
nifins by above a Hundred Years, ( n_) ſays, (») De co- | 
That going to the Font, they ( the Perſons ro ES 1 
be' Baptiz 4 )" firſt made in  the'Chorch; and | 
ander the Hands of the chief Ruler or Hierarch, ; 
as (* 0) Dionyſus calls hitn, an open Renumeia- (o) De Hier. 


tion 


mn 
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[9] 
(2) Ne £00 of the Devil, ©. And ('p)) Le Cera (iv 
d Tertulliano his Notes upon that place, lays, It was not im- 
pertinently {aid by Tertullian in the Church: for 
this Abrenunciation was not made at the Font,bnt 
in che Church, and then they went to the Font; 
which, as we ſhall have occation to obſerve here- 
after, was ſometimes built without the Church. 
And that this may not ſeem an Objection a- 
gainſt bringing Children to be Baptiz'd in the 
Church, ler it be remember'd, that though the 
Baptiſm was ſometimes adminiſter'd without the 
Church ; yet the Examination and Abrenuncia- 
tion were always made within it. And Sr. Greg. 
Naz4arzen in the Fourth Century tells us, That 
the perſon Baptiz'd was led 0 the Altar, faying, 
(4) 8 54a, The ( q ) Station in which we preſently ſtand 
nfl after Our Baptiſm, before the ( r ) great and 
| nos holy Place, reprelents' the Glory of our' future 
Mia B.- Life, And St. Ambroſe, a Latin Father of that 
_” ” Century roo, has much to the ſame purpoſe, thus, 
(5) Delnit- 6 ) Afterwards the Holy of Holies is open'd to 


andis, Cap. 2. 


poſt hee rele- you, And in-another place (' ) that you may 
Santa Sando underſtand what is the Second Tabernacle, into 
(+) Lib. 4.4e Which the Prieſt introduced you, exc. Tocon- 
Sama. clude this quotation of the Fathers with St. 
(x) Hom 9. Chryſoftom, much of the: ſame Age, we find him 
tentares: , clling the perſons to be Baptiz'd, ( # ) That 
* ®% 72* tho' they who at their death are initiated by the 


_ Sacred 


| 
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Sacred. M Myſtery: of ighc © mf PTY 
Favor and'Grace with wes Hh did not 
their Regeneration ; yet they had not an yl 
wil and. inchnation; : netther was their' 
tion ( which hemuch anfiſts on®) {equa - 
as he goes.on, the firſt) were made Lata ic 
that Sacrament in their Beds'the oth&#s feceii/ 
ic in the Arms and Boſom of the Church'; pena 
we hnd: he dice Mn my 
Tarn rhe 6 
'- Which fort ofepilatng 6 dated in the 
primitive-times, [that lig be was! 
ver} toi be/ admitted mitted *t6' Holy Ort&sÞ! 
was wbjedtedv (i YMovahs afbertii 
tious -Conſedration! "Ard-this "will give" us, 
tic tenſe of thav'(lx,) Councttiwhere after 
tion of Eaffer and:-Femejoſl 
enof Sac tre 

: Therefore: we Sihmand _- tee] 
from their Errors | or Ignor 
Admanitioiis;'qo paid 
Ehureh, Ithat x rs in 


lawful: 9 Hom, 


int, loca 


ws 
ord WY +* 21nmoF? 938V ——_ -_ 


Pricltpi 
theſe are not ſallicient Inſtances of this kind, 


[ 19 ] 
(7) Thefavr. f* yp, ), Cooreipee will afford-the en quiciod,” Readet 
11 Baptiſta, PNG. .,, T'P proceed then from the Fathers tothe 
Councils, we ſhall find in-the Third Council of 

(002 9: (2) Conſtantinople, ia the Year 680. this expreſs 
wir eng, provninen of Baptizing any, not \on]y in private 
oules, but eycn-in the Oratories in them.” Thus 

Baptiſa muſt by 'no means be Adminiſter'd; in 

any private Oratory within a Houle: But let thoſe 

who OG purg oe om their ras are 

thought worthy of lumitation, ht:to 

the Catholick Chuirdhes, and O__ 
injoy this benefit : - And the Non-obſervation of 

tp. is pupiſh'd with, depoſition of the Clergy; 

and with tiog 118. the Laity. ' Which Ca- 
to.that Novel-in the Atithemticks 
wherein: he {ays; That? it - was 
* ſlab NT by an anon Law, That noone ſhould 
a 15,*<- perform divine. Offices Gb Eon ih w pri- 
Ja Ny vate Houſe : Which -Law'the-; there 
confirms with 'a ntw Interdidion, both 
the Owners of ſuch Houſes' lable to a' 

and the Houſes themſelves: to 0 publiok 

And he oblipes the Patriatch ob chis: Lawn phy 
in Execution under the Forſeiture of recnkares; 
in Gold; and he gives the reaſon of the: 
becauſe it-was;a matter about which -the 
ror was ftudiqaſly carcfu], — oprefſre 


( #1 ] 

the unity of the' Clinreh; and(to prevehit 'clatj! 

deffine doings: The” afterwards the Eniperbt © 

Leo in his ( 2 ) Conſtitutions allows Baptiſm roB8. 1c ) Confticat, 

adminiſter'd m private” Oratories, (which Oratg- 15 25 2 os 

ries however were conſcerated Places - by TiQf ine ors 

elſewhere. -7 + "Wh 
And in apachier (C b) Council'in 84g. ARE (x) Coneil. 

creed, That no Prieſt ſhould preſume ro Beprins " 

ay where, but it the- a, eG if | 


times zppoi 


ann 
feſſes, 7 tai baſiock where 
enquire oo OE OETY 127 


ATT oY 
Tar i: 


_ and Pe 
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win 


a danget Death; 5 
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of Sickneſs, they could not' withgnt, hazard-of 

(e) DeOris: their Lives he omgls abroad: And { e.,), Ho/+ 
cep. 6. pinian who has given ſufficient proof of his: not 
eing ſuperſtitiouſly affeFed, acknowledges that 

Hiſtories bear. witneſs .that he Chriſtians, after 

' the Apoſtles time did meet together, eſpecially 
intimes of Perſecution, 1n Cammeries, that:. is, 

places {et apart for, the interment of the Martyrs, 

and that.there they celebrated their Religious 

) Li. 2 Afſemiblicy, -: And he!tells us ont, of { 2 Thee 

_— doret, That in the Perſecution: under George of 


dn when the. Adverlarics of Chriſtiani- 

revail'd, and had got the Clnuches into their: 

Ki ion;, the Chriſtians wete forced ma;meet-in- 

the 'Commeries to. perform theis Deyotigns and. 

(4) Appendi- cites .(\g; ) "Onuphrins, who, ſays, That becauſe 


ad Plati r 
ECormatus the primitive Fathers were wont to aſſemble. at 


M Toots 9 bf Sl qo of ;Sagred Memory. 
ry Nay, of cheix;{uffering, the 

e op — as: places of. Prayer! for. their: 
EE pony _ near thoſe Burial; pla-, 


W fare f Genes ah. Apt, adds, 

Kinſele Thas Ronugn Pontifices or. Bihops) 

hos es rate :Stations, hat is, all 
publick Ads of their Epiſcopacy, among the Se- 

pulchers of the, Martyrs; aud therefore, be 

theſc, CANE. on t9.che Chr es. N £Msr; 

ples and places 0 Bus, in which .che the Bitwgs 
Ca 


[13] 
wiſe thei Syndds;. arid adminiſter'ditheSacra- 
| And-to' confirm his .afſertiong1he -rells 
= 4 ge a Edift of: (:þ -) Galienws, who: lived (in (5) Baron an- 
the Year i756. extant, wherein/the San-rcoms %; _— 
mands the.Cemiteries which Valeriaw, the-Facker?, © ha? 
had. caken! from the-Chriſtians;::to;bereſtor/d-ts * *: 
them, that they : might meer. to perfarm' their 
Religious Worlip there. - |. So: that. whoever de- 
nics the antient:Cuſtom of publick adminiſtrati- 
on of, Baptiſm, 'muſt; either; make; \Baptiſm- go- +1." - 
Sacrament, or yield. that there are .move- than 
Two, or diſprove. this great. Authority, as. well | 
= ſeveral others.;; For; { 4 ):Chamienj1 avilitsle. arc; ) r: ) Panftrats. 
tend t9-Novelty, or-Superflitiou/at oHaſpimiony Cl... op. 
nowledges this Jaudable of Bdpriziop7*s: 
al Perſons” 18 publick,; and ;cites/St. .(-k;) Amore) rein. 33; 
broſe ſaying thatthe Catechumens being/diltnifsds; 
be gave. the:(/) Badge of cheir prafeGon!rarforne; 1 5ymbe-- 
who deſired; or xather what lwere quidifiod-for:”® 
it; (as ſome have.crtically diſftinguiſh'd-betweem: 
the, Catechumens and the Gootpwrnins Þ inch: 
Bipoliry ,os-/Fgnt;|of;the (Chace. 1 Andiitlic: 
ame Author citey»/a/qwek day uigs) Wei ule hos 
other ceremony; in. giying; the ;onlyioask 
the Spanlors by what)  Perſan,/broughtt* £ 
ro. the, ;Chnrck whe; Rap called. Atd&n) ora 
uotes ((; 2)-Sf. mcttioning TC 
Tali, and, telling his - Auditors tha rang Ber, ed 
Went 
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(1) Nem'- went firſt into the. (Cn) Porch thereof Which 
_—_ ſame Father in- another place- thus: beſpeaks his 
co) Oyrill Catechumens, ( 0.) Do you ſee this venerable 
Preftione . , Inſtitution of the Church ? Do you'-behold the 
_ PER Order and Diſcipline ? Do you ors the read- 
-»; 7 + ingiofthe Scriptures, the preſence of the Clergy, 
144; &. and the ſeries of the DoGrine'? then Reverence 
the place, and be inſtructed by what you ſee. 
But to return to Chayier, we find/in him another 
(7) Aug.Ofta ( p ) quotation wherein ir is ſaid, the hour was 
cund., Come of making profeſſion of their Faith, which 
at Rome 1s T— to-be rehearſed from ſome high 
place, in the-fight-of the Faithful Congregation, 
in a form-of Words conceiv'd and retain'd by 
Heart, by them who come to receive the Grace 
of Baptiſm. And then having cited all theſe 

places, wherein the publick ce bration'af 

ciſminthe Church is particularly mention'd,” 
on thus 2: Alkrheſe Fe Rites badtheir. pH 
| the very- inſtitution of Baptiſm, and ought 
not/to: be omitted: $0:that he concludes the ad. 
miniſtration-6Fit'-in Publick; 'to'be a primitive! 
and indiſpenſable Obſervation. you? | 
And. afterwards, SR the ridiculous 
Mimickry. of: ſome' S anſwering in a 
Whineingtone hoaldngs the Children/for whom” 
they engaged; he-fays, It 'was-ill that ſuch kind* 
of anſwers ſhould be-made, as if they were AQ 


ing 


SLY 


my a Play in the Theatre, not/abott the” &le- 


bration of -a Sacrament in the 1 where he 
oppoles the Church to a Theatfe, as well 25 
the Sacrament 40 a Play. - But for farther confir- 
mation'of this Point, let us examin the (7) 9) Cent. n 
burgenſer, and we ſhall find even by their acktow- © © 
ledgment, that in the firſt Century it was cufto+ 
mary to adminiſter Bapt gh tres y, &-, Fif It Cr) Siitares 
could'be done. ' And the 2 Ch 
of the '( x /) 24 for hen Ay A (2) verſe g. 
Ein, 3 beivg aſſembled, wt Ny ,Medes, 

&c. there 'were about 300. Perſons 

ind atone. 


ibn; the Second C#) Century they quote "Jiu 


( as was formerly hitited } 
That Baptiſm was adminiſter'din the (Cn) 
lick Aſſemblies, in places where Water _y 
And tho' in thoſe catly tithes, they cot d'not'p 


haps have Baptiſteries or Forits, of 
unſettledneſs ; yet even then the publick Allen. 


_ wo form the Office of 
And in wry yy 


hi CW") 2 Century th 
mmm tell us, lgntenrt even} 
and Conditions, were Baptiz'd inthe ſitne Wa- 
ter Re oy Gh Fs he 
->Wh reches "were ces, 
whedo 10 The Fifth Cx oe oy phy Taps 
generally admigiſtted, ud Free likewiſe int the 8 fl 

a 


(#) In fre- 


,(») Cap: 
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») Libase- and 7*;Century,z, and they quote ('y ) Fanlrhe 
nm" Deacon, alledging-that their Baptiſm in private 
Houſes was very rare, and that only. when nes 
cellity compell'd them to it.” Aud this wascons 
rinued/down to the 4 3* Century, | as iwhovver 
pleaſes tg. peruſe thoſe Writers, may.be fatis\ 
bs 2d. | 
This might be reaſopably hoped' to. ſuffice for 
theApriquitg on,which ourRubrick 1s grounded ; 
as to. the matter of fat, That Baptiſm was from 
the firſt Inſtiution Mill adminiſtet'd;in- publick;, 
that is in the publick, Congregation, and-the 
(2) Serloch þ. publick place of Worſhip, the 5y@y(%| zliets 
+ 4 pee. tials requiſite.to make; the Baptifua ;:And 
_ that as ſoon. as the, Church began to ber = 27a 
and to on places for Religious Wot 
there were {ill {er apart and erected places. 
the. peculiar, Adnoibratios: of ,Baptiſm,'atcbrd% 
( 4) Walafrid. ingito that of. (ia a » IWalafsidns-; The honour/of 


rev. tet, Religion encreaſing through lepgrh: of time, 1and 


4p-%  {uccels of Aﬀairs, , the, Fray th of, Eccleſiaſtical 
... Conſtitutions grew! t0a,zult bight :;And cherdes- 
bration af. the myſtical Laver of Baptiſarbecame 
more ſolemn, and therefore ſpacious Fonts were 

ſer up in which the Prieſts'did Adminiſter; that: 
Sacrament, of, Faith, with very-ſplendid {ietc- 
(5) Kpift, 12. MOWICS 7 And tho' it. was the cuſtomiat;firk for 
ad ulp. ere- build theſe Fonts without the Church,/1bs:{b): 


Palins 


| (7]. 
PC Mr ak lane :dids 57 y-_ \:afrerwa abr 6H 
c) Durantas; ihro c) Lib. 1. Ge 
a he Churches; pricey nar mc 5 nog) LTD 
dingly (e) Greg. Tutonenſis Py Thirthe Font) ; Prope 
icty Clodowezs was Bapriz'd by \Rhemigins, Ce) HD. 
was pln wrthe Ohuceh.- "This 42 che Aunigute % 
ty that gives occaſion to our Rubcick; and he 
Reaſons: are as prevalent. | 
TFworwe:. have:mention'd :in theRubrick-i it; 
(cf, and eventchoſe are-by the wiſe and; ſerious: 
conſideration; 'of the. Church,' thought ſufficient: 
to- procure an'admonition to the people,: chat: 
ie is (f)* moſt-:convemient that Baptiſm ſhould c/ f) Kelricb 
not be Adrminiſter'd but 'upon” Swudays: and '0-"5:51ip. : 
ther Holy-Days, when the moſt en of peo 
ple! come her:' ( Which ſtil] argues the 
place of Adminiſtration to beithe Church-) 
'The firſt:Reafon reſpetts the Parties baprix” d; 
that they may:have- Witneſſes of 'their” Ioitiati- 
on 3:.the CS the Perſons. preſent, -that they 
may be reminded of their own Profeſſion and: 
Vow:-made io God. '/Fhe firſt has' been eyer- 
thought /{o / neceffary' bythe "Church, 'That in 
{nch caſes ot-neceflity whexein it allows' of pri- 
vate Baptiſm, yer it fiilt injoyns the Children ſo- 
Baptiz'd-:to' be: brought >afterward into the" 
Churchy and: there'ro be»recerved” in; Pablicky: 
upon {ufficient:teſtimony: of the validiey of their: 
D - Private 


Private” 


{15 ] 


tifm/ in: the: uſe of all the' Efentials 


co.it- And] it! muſt certainly be 2 gecad ſatis? 


faction to-any fo Baptiz'd. in private, upon ne 


celery, and conſequently in haſte, 6 be afſired 
that nothiog Edlential ta his Bapeiſin vas then 
omitted/; abd that the. Chutch had fack' fatis- 
fation thereof, that: it: added thoſe exteriour 
Rices and Accidentals that are the Ornaments 
of a due Adminiſtration of that 
Holy. Sacrament: The omiflion- of which: Rites 
the Church never did allow, but upon fonie ur- 
gent neceflity ; and not then upon any account 


and 


but the uncertainty 


of their Future State who 


kave the World without this Badge of their 


Chriſtanity. 
And for this reaſon *ris, that the Primitive Fa- 


thers did fo preſs 


the 


ſons to. be Baptiz 


the diſpatch of Baptiſm, that 
zd, whether' Adalt or 


| Jofants, think he brought to Clikeck, leſt ſick- 


nels ſhould deny them the happy _—_— 

of coming thither, and allow np A v4 

fice, as well homely for the infblemaity, as for 
Wherefore, 


the privacy of its 


NCC. 


(4) Ont. in ſays (g) St. Greg, Naziarzen, Let us be Baptiz'd 
—— day, leſt to morrow it be theeffet of Orcs: 
Tet-us not defer a Bleſſing, as if it were an In- 
jury, till Sickneſs + payne pw on 
4s.to embrace it : And a great deal more he has 


- Done Pour ethers (pas 
'd id exhorted, that as {e 00D ne 


lib.z. ap. "ol 


DE ETTS 
RE Wn 


* earl of having 


_— 

rather rg bog erm 

of it _ as have ſo SDNNE 
The' ſccomd' advantage 

brick is that of the 

mind of their Baptilmal 

3: nfs Cres hk a font tp 


nenduins of "is. 
willingly, we 
and new tile, is an yer ca 
relations of hems php torr ſor odd 
eſt Charity ' thoſe who remimd-us of 'them.. 
$o that m_— his Child from w_ 
Publick Baptiſm, COINS 

2 charitable office, which 

-— indlnence oartbenc 6s colice © in orders 
amendment and Salvation. But 


',, But beſides-thoſe Reaſves, there arerothets of 
no leſs, weight and. moment hinted jn the iOffice 
. of Publick'Baptiſm of Infants, tho' not mention'd 
in the Rabrick ; and thoſe are, ; 
Ficlt;. The Veneration due to the Sacrament 
it ſelf, ' as a main, part; of 'God's ;Holy,, Worſhip: 
And, Secondly, The-juſt regard-and deference 
due to. the. Churches. as, places (et. apart and 
canſeerated-to. his Services 111:9b 41152 1 
That Baptiſm ig a great and! ſolvin pade-6f | 
God's Holy Worſhip; it is to be hoptd, will not 
need much proof. to any one; who has had'the hos 
nor and advyantage.tojeceive it, ..T hey who hold 
more Sacraments than Two,have yet allow'dit 
(i) $xcramen- fitle of the (2) Entrance and.In-let:tothe\teſt. 
torum Janua- *T'1s that Sacred Office wherein we:folemmily dedi- 
cate. our ſelves to. God : .wherem weienh{tour. 
(k) Teſſeram ſelycs Souldicrs under the Bannet of our Saviour; 
Mitre and receive that (4) Militaty Badge that, diſtin- 
{ 1)Signa ja- guiſhes us from his' Enemies, . and take thoſe (1) 
5%. Oathsthatoblige us to fight his Battels manſully. 
'Tis the. ſolemn Celebration of God's Wor 
ſhip wherein we expreſs our eſteem of -it-to be 
ſuch, that we dare bid defiance to (the Devil 
for its ſake ; -that we renounce the; Pomps and 
Glorics -of the World, and, negle& the Plea< 
{ures and Allucements of-the Fleth, the gratify- 
ing our Appetites -and Inclinations to;enibrace 
it, 


ae: x pre . 
ons earn 
cles! _—_ the Chitin aith £ _— we 
fiipulites arid: yow! es!petf6rm'a' tha /4hd fn! oy 
cere obediehce toall thecotnmithds « var” Ciet- * 


tor. >> And fare a'-A& ERR ptr 


and univerſal benefit; COLets: 
grew pe nt aſe 


and perfeQiion;/ ſhowld'be performed 
lemn/and rel Aha Rees 


know never perfe@'but's rac & £20 
does:Religion jc nay tv | thre(4) 
of: God, or the”"Bdikeation-"6f'Gut Brit Ih > 


when-.retic'd'a6d pHvate/usOwheh oh 
and omintait\)! Cat eng > 
ture-:of his Scerdtfiene-5f-Baprilni Oc 
Rule: moons ng&ro att (mY Yale! Peolcy ( m) Sher Rel. \ 


our. Church!) to' deteftiiint ye I 
ner aid po by of wi 

bad>/never £0 be? peforitied To Fn 1) 
pilblick;|becauſe ue: x 


it cbace#ns'[the”? kobe rc 


and hepotore)tis'as well ttor be eds og in got 
deyias!:by:irhe lie 
when Cee tion'itih pibe"twoſÞ: ar@ 


awiul..c: For whereicawis woke "idft 
of the-igrear ty > Af 
{cniblies: for Re Avon by the'Aus 
thority of | the  Church' in! plicks ſeparated? by 

rne 


lame authorit 

5 of aſſembling | 

bration bars God's Som "x 
they may with + mind . 
MOLCEE: mouth glorifie his. Name 0) get 
| And *'tis Very, certam, | , the, 
publick Religiaus Aſſemblies. is! 4. 
ment of the, Decay -of Chriſtian Picey, 


Paul a: prediſpolai 
_ —_— 


which the Church has 
Cr )Epift. ad _ > menw ad: 
Vs a rake 5 ay age th 
de deceive himfelf,, for whoever is without 'the 
Ale , ſhall be on A Reaſon 


% to bring Cheſt inoo he mi 
| much rather ſhall the Supplicario 
| Prieſt and devout Fo ac 
to God, prevail with him to 


LION 
Thats - 


didlipi —_—_ 


not cage in che'/ 'of the” Sxerifices, 
the Church of rhe: written” 
yen, is'a 'VWol'withit: "Qaripſel'? on i 


the place'appointed'for theſe Aﬀerblies 
ty- 
_— _ of 'Gdd;'whiet” a ; 
of Prayer \j-agi* witch" has' 7" 
left, y vramte intel wont b, 


[ 3+7] 
| *Lib aereb. Of all, aered NDfiorw Alriangrweiich: tial 
| P15 dug Gras, evil Sip hak 
£ claizzzo, tharoh Baprilm;owhich, 5 rears 5 

more qroperlp,edlebraied ithdre!y bioeaiſs wi 
reads that hetogttbe;(Tabptriaele Rabd the (a>) 

| (+) Buod. 30 Layer; aft before op regen 2.14 arr » —_ 
 ()16e 7. $6a:3]-And; the FenbLavers, in: | 
EO Prieſts that, ayerett@.offer,, andithe Fleſh of woe 
Sacritices were> walked "and it! is, vetyr becoms! 
ing.thols who,gar:intorthe profeſſionotChrſts- 
anity to be regenerated mm the Temp'e oh Chriſt 
| their, Sayioyr;, Nepebring-fir to.cnter ritouthe) 
| 4. vn"  Qhuxch, tlaies (G %4-angther;| who! fis nat: firſb: 
| Canticor. Cans. ugha Aareg BaptiſmerncNotrwiths 
| S770 uropndiand. reaſon therefore did: the 
Fe eval Colne ak Ce lerds,rhn the yeanzs 244ideorce. 

C cat Din thag : rr that coultl- Spt-peaceceiaiFamcy 
| ; 5 eh ſhould, axe 4 £onverniens oNfalldl” for) 
4 te 998En of ; Baptiſoy,onfy;4[Ivhith] 
uld .not. be at; all Gatrigdjout of the Gluck.) 
Nor with, eſp gjlerecehonſiderainns; vor withs! 
aur grealam :Hathad and:iChnncilers: 
| (5) De Bap it prohibited 1 in wing; 40 anyiPcieit 
| ftw, 7” Is, £9:dare,t9, Fwigids the Sactamentof Baptiſm 


a; any! Halls; oc. Glhambers nor. other-Lpiivare: 
oulcs,, byt i MNhutchsdid — 
arc _— ants. p3 onthatpurpoſeto Ko 


to. the Children 6; Kings 7:90 vpob Parris 


EMETgENT 
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enterpent: eceſſiey 1," by! reafon of which /the 
{ cannbr”; Ces | certain! Yanger; be 
t'to Church - to receive it. 'And then 


if we weigh this ſeriouſly, and take Tertullian's Cc) Tertol 
Maxim' with us, that in / thoſe''things' which duties. . * 


the Scripture neither commands! nor- 
that” is to be: obſerved, which Cuſtom has 
confirmed, as proceeding from - wiqueſtionable 
| Tradition; we ſhall : not condemn /our Church 
for ning was. but 'our felyes forofli w 

9 primitive and prafticable 57a" Duty 
wid tis' ſure was \neyer oppoled by ' any 
Church, 'noe | by any Sc&& that vwn'd-the Sacra: 
ment it {elf ; \/bur has ever been efteem'd decrrit 
and convenient by. ; thoſe who would not” allow 


it to be requiſire'or/of moment.” 'Burif it were” 


neither an/ancient; 'a celigioug/ nor- uſefull pra- 
Qice; Hit weretiovel, indiffetetitiand; 1 


ficant; yer: cbeing” enjoyn'd by eur”Mother the 7 
Church, the 'Holy Catholick Church in general, 

d in purcicale wn-cop- 
Members'of the -- -- 
Whole and cſpeciallyiof that part»? To fomie'df..- 
whom ( with ſhame we' muſt: Jet” the: Reader 

m it ) this Paper. is defgn'd, fince it of late - 


as well as: the Church of 
It is obli tous: who are\'M 


roo-uſual with:fome of) rthofe ro diſpute 


Commands of the "Chureh, [iv this partic Muay 


hr, and obſtinarely' refuſe obedienceeo chem:” 
| E Where- 


SIT 
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 Whetefore it;will he! reguiſite-to. proceed:ts 
ſhtw the 'Churches Power ito make: 1wjunGions 
of this kind,: and the indiſpenſability of out 
obedience to. them. F; 
;\In-che Catholick; Noctrine of: the Clutch! of 
Engldnd contain'd:in-the 39! Articles, it: is ab- 
(4) art.20. ſerted; (A)that'the Chuireb þ: hach power to decree 
Rites . and Ceremonies;; not repugnant to the 
Word; ef; Gad:' Now: that'it bringitig. 16k 
Children tobe Bapitiz'd:in the Church, has m6 
ſuch ' repughdney, is undeniable,” and | will--be 
thought ſo, til} it appears whereii; ahd'-then 
the Churches authority to enzoyn it, will berevd 
dent ' fror1> the praice of the; /Aptiftles (for 
froth. the b&ginning/'it was 1o- )--in forbidding 
(e) 1 Cor. 11. Men to be(e)covyer d:in the Chureh,and obli 
+71 Wothen':to,, keep: filence ;:therei, : rcjaling 
Prayer ih-an; mokiiown Toogne; audicom 
(f) Confeſi. mg all thirigs: to bt [done decently and: to edifi> 
oy _ cations and (everal other: inſtances , . 
24. bak. At which Were thoſe. things, of which-St.: Paul 
6, 6 Gal. "lays; the reſt will 31 fet in-corder when F' come; 
At we And: we taveran hatrony of (f,)Conkffions 
a $.97-15-among; all the Prateftant Churches ackriowledg- 
Ser. Cap. 8. ing the ſame, And" the learned (gy) Chanret 
G 99.31 anſwering - the; Objection! of Vaſquee, that the 
(ec. Proteſtants: did Tome [things | which: chad) m6 
i Ton-4 mention or» cothmand in the'Scriptute 5j--as fot 
inſtance, 


( 27 ] 
inſtances; » their »Cuſtoay Sf" 
@hildren- on Sundays, * of othe? 
to. be baptiz'd- ar” Church' when the'Con 
gations were aſſembled ; defends the pra 
and calls ic an honeſt-'and Uecert? wr ro: 
of celebrating that Sacramemt't Yn * Fi 
which kind, Ges he, II 
Grrigenram hicere ? 

; Nowithis Powter 
ecffarity follow, kia wharcous + Foc 
Lawfully commin&,:we ruft 4eadill/an@ 'fabs 
miſſively obey 5' for In refuſing, "We fin ag mich 
againſt Heayen'that has given, this: 
co 'the Churehg0 a againſt its: ; our 
grave and: yoverend Mother 5 and” we 
may arrogate to: 6ur-felves' the ſpecious tirfe of 
her Sons, gy —_ be called fo. 
For by our refriftory Aad/ ts IS we 
deſtroy her , Being as a Ohweb;' whence 
rived our own as Chriſtians: © "Pheretdno B 

can ſubſiſt withoue Oeconomy, nor 
withour Bubordination { For as 1, Ocony 
of Offices)to be ip - 16” there are” di 
rent Parts and: Agents" adapted tothe ſeveral 
Imployments and tions ;' -ſome [for the 
Authoritative, .and $ ifor'\ the re 


Pats: [For as 8 Pat YA (b) "TI 
were ' ail Dy whore Cod hairs ac A pt. 04 


» 101 
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- F< m4 og - gp ena were then 
tn obedience I \ } © the one cannot 
diſown' its need and occaſion for anes As 
then the Hands would not know to what to apply: 
themſelves , without, the direGion of the 'Head 3 
ſo the ,Sops of the-Ghurch would-be miſcrably, 
at a. loſs inche right. performatice of their! Duty, 
without the Government and Preſidence of their. 
Mother, ;; We: know :the , Church in _Seri- 
pture-s Jikep'd unto; a! wellorder'd Army, a 
Body of; Mth.fo well: train'd and diſciplin'd, 
that ypon.every. ward of Command given by: 
their Officers they. know what ;they are imme- 
Fl8 ag i and as tcadily obey For Jo: we: 
find che, , Centurion giving an: account; of the 


Souldiers under his, Command :. But: as our;Sa+: 


viour ſaid of him, that he had not. found io! 
great faith, ſo, we may fy of bem, that ſuch! 


Tſrael: Thus while we tejeR the -Prefidency-of 


the Church, we not, only deſtroy: its Being, 
but ; our, 'own' Memberhood: and: imeorporation 
too; and can neither, end jto be :Grafts nor. 
Suckers, .but'a fort - of-ſelf-depending Chriſti- 
ans, every one an individuum vagum m Religion, 
marchinga High-lone to'Heaven. , _,/: 1161 1! +/ 


. Now, having.afſerted the Churches: Abtborks 


% 


"'ty-to enzout this Duty, let us -confſider . what 


- Care 
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e it has taken:t6 prevent Evaſion and Coltv-. 
fo on and that particularly in-adapting the OF. 
fice of Publick Baptiſm to its proper ,place, ſo 
that it cannot be uſed. elſewhere, without the: 
commiulion- of ſeveral Abſurditics and Soleciſms.; 
The. iuſtances ace cbiefly Four, Firſt, where the. 
Miniſter ſpeaking to-the Sponſors ſays, Tou have 
brought this: Child here to be Baptiz. 4 (according. 
to that. of (4) Iwo. Cartonenſis, You weee brought.c/) Serm. > 
to the;Churbh: in the-, Aring 1of your 'Sareties. rDetications. 
Which ro ſay at home would be as ridiculous 
as yak He ought rather to _ the 4 
any Ta wn res whe £6 Bapfi 

BO. The Second inltance,\g.)in the) dal 
ny bee the Prayer of. Conlecration * : 


( 1 Sam--th- | 


\proper place. | 
Hana was of that Opinion, when. heed” 


her: Saymel, che. Son'of her Prayers, in the;Houſe 

of the Lord, witha defign of dedicatingihim to 

his Service. . And. indeed this way of  Dedicati- 

on of our Children to God is of great impor- 
ONT lince, when tocy come to Age, t&:conſt 1 

lolemoly. they were der |; * 

voted, to bd lg bo their Parents,' in whom the 

Patria of.ctheir diſpoſal. Jay, they will 

(tis 


[30] 
eas fre they .X- be: the more alrzid ty 
alienate the property, and acrilegiouſly rob God® 
of his intereſt to' transfer it to another : And 
when they meet with any that were witneſſes of 
their ication, they cannot without ſhame and' 
contuſion - let them be how they-have contradi- 
Red the good intentions of their Parents, broke 
all the Promiſes of their Sureties, and fruſtrated 
all the Prayers of the Co ngregation made int 
their behalf: The Third roſtanes 1s in the Prayer 
of Conſecration ; where it is no {mall Argument 
to prevail for God's aſſent to the Petitions of- 


fer'd in behalf of the Child to be regen raced, 


Dn he muy _— the Supplications his 
ply ranked in in fg 
Fins * hee Water to the Myſtical wa rye: ged 


of $i and wn granting that the Child 
be Baptiz'd chandln, may receive the ks tf 
his Grace, and ever remain in the number of bg 
Faithful and Ele&-Children. 
Where we ſee the Church has a great Opi _ 
on of the (prevalency of the Prayers of the 
gation ; eſteeming ts united force a kind of 
holy Violence, that docs as it were wreſt Bleflings 


(1) Dion. | from the Almighty,as an ancient*( DA Author mti- 


# re mates/the "deſign of the Ailen 


FE 


"to intend? 
Aiſle is 


Telling us, That the whole Sacr 


eathered to afliſt at, and celebrate the ſafety 


and 
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and deliverance of the Perſon |Baptiz'd, __ to. 
xetueni thariks for ir eo the Divine 

But ſtill this Congre whole are 

thought thus efficacious, mult be ſfuch-an Afſem- 
bly of: which the. Miniſter: may ſafely and truly 
lay, Thy Congregation ; tor there-cari be.no val 
dity in the Prayers of: any. but God's a- 
tion ; and that is none of his, which is- not Af 
dembled in the place which! the Charch has ap- 
Poinecd, and by its Allbwanae and Amtliority. 
Now private Houſes were, never. \allow'd of by 
the: Chutch, much leſs commanded to be the 

aces of Publick Baptiſm.z and they who fo i 

ally, Aſemble there; atc as much guilry of dif- 
order it the Church, 25 they who:meerin! Lee 
hibited aumbers or places, are of a Raot's in rhe 
State, 

The; Equrch Inſtance is flie/meovivi 
Child; when the 'Miniſter, taving:fivſt:: 
and Baptiz'd him, and ſtill holding bim'inhis 
Arms, uſes theſe words, as it were of :Matricu- © 
lation, We reatiave this Child into the Congre Kane 4A 212-6 


Jery 


Obrifts Floekg&c. Which reception/dors | 
mean:the whole body |of thei univerſal Chak, 

but as well that repreſentative part-thereof then 
preſent, and-conſenting-}. to.Uit as: Proxylforithe 
whole. And the Miniſter's Embracing the Child, 
+ for the {ame -cnd as the Impoſicion' of Hands 


in 
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(=)Durant dean Baptiſm was of old 3; which (»1 ) Dirimtus telfs 
Cathol. lid. 1. Us ſignified the Reconciliation; by which he that 
£29: -was without the Church, a Child'of Wrath, ac- 
cording to our Catechiſm, was in the Church 
received into the Church's favour, and made a 

.Cluld of Grace. IO 
And beſides all this, our Church for farther 
prevention of the performance of this Publick 
Office in Private, has in caſes of neceflity,” pre- 
pared and injoyn'd: a Private Form of Baptiſm, 
to be adminiſtred to thoſe, who by reaſon of 
Sickne(s canhot be brought abroad without peril 
of their lives. Which we find by an.antient 
(*) Condl. {#7) Council to be an Indulgence, only on! ſup- 
pit. 7. eat, Poſition of invincible neceſliry ; and rather than 
"m— ſuch who cannot be ſafely brought to Church, 
ſhould die Unbaptiz'd, they may have this Sa- 
crament adminiſtred ro' them at home; * but 
this ſtill with an injundtion, that if they out-live 
their Sickneſs, as ſoon as they are fit to be carri- 
(2 pabr./* ed abroad,they ſhould be brought to (o) Church, 
Privae 3«- 'that thoſe Prayers and' Rites which were before 
 Fonanm, Omitted in the Office; may. be there *publickly 
Coo ſupplicd : which is a moſt convincing Argument 
Bptiatum. of-rhe Church's ſenſe in this marter, as well as 
of its determination; and ſhould be ſufficient of 
it {elf toi\oblige every genuine and' obedient Son 
ro acquieſce therein. Burt ſince, - by ſad expert 
| ence, 
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ence; 'we: findi matiy chadpey ans undueigul's) 


de neieant-laſleling will be-ro e into! 
their ObjeCtions againſt this duty, or Tivke: for- 
pot periorming it. - 


- As for Objedtibns oxainſbity [there are eruly 
none ; for to urge that St; John the Baptiſt, - and 
the Apoſtles Baptiz'd their Converts every 
where, in Lakes, and Ponds, and Rivers, in 
Houſes, Fields and - Priſons; does | not! at all 
make againſt the adminiſtration of Baptiſas now: 
m Churches only. For what they did then in 
the Infancy of the Church, was ſuited to its cir- 
cumſtances, and it 'was then impoſlible to have 
large Aſſemblies, and much: more Chugches- for 
that purpoſe, till Chriſtianity gain'd ground and 
obtain'd in the World ; andto argue that Bap- 
tim ought not to be adminiſtred; 1n)Charches, 
becauſe it-was not-fo at firſt, 'is as ridiculous, 
and inconſequent, as; 'twould be''ro fay,' That 
we ſhould not live in Honſes now, - becauſe 'tis 
known, the Iſraelites, who were God: 6 _ 
dwelt at firſt in Tents. 

For their not having Charches! of -Fonts for 
Baptiſin, was not becauſe 'they were unfit, or 
unneceſſary, but becauſe they could 'not have. 
them. 3 as (p) Beda-ſays of the ancient Beitaintycy) Lib. 2 
That in the beginning of Chriſtiagiry- there Q,f Ang). Hits 
where their Churches could not-be ſo ſoon erec- 

F ed, 


< q) Tertul. 
Carthag, 
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ed, the People were penenally Baprit'd inRiversp 
but we find that quay. difbontitnict;and Fonts 
provided for that pur 

To all which thcre wa only this be added, 
That (q) he who ſaid every day was the Lord's, 
and every; hour and rime' fit. and convenient for 
Baptiſm, yet did not affirm the ſame hability of 

lace ; for he could not ſo well fay of Place as of 

ime, If it is conducing to the Solemnity, it 19 
inſignificant as to the Grace conferr'd; for tho? 
it does not ted to the Eſſe, yet it does to the 
Bene eſſe of the Sactamenr. 

For it has beech penerally allowed, . That God 
is more ittimediatey' preſence, upon general 0C- 
caſions, in "the' places of his 'Pablick Worſhip 
than elſewhere z his-prefence being there in St. 
Auguſtin 0 Opinion , Sacrativr (+. commentlatior:s 
Who likewiſe affirths'it'to bet very converient 
providence; that God ſhould conter his Favours 
m that place where his Name is 'praiſed; and 
that Man ſhould receive them there where he 
does praile it. it 2h 

” Bui not to" ihfiſt: longer on las point; Tet us 
proceed to'confider the other Reaſonspretended 
for Baptiſing Children at home 4''or rather why 
their Parents afc aviilng to- bring ther ro 
the Church.” 

And indeed, an6ng the richer ſort we Bad it 


to 
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t9:be. getbing but a A endiſaſns |KivrjCtheir ,,"> 0am 
Children, by. xeafon! of andiſpaſition of» Body, + ts 
cannot be brought abroad, as jome pretend; why 
are they-not then contented to have the'Prikate 
Office of Baptiſin admigifitzed thirbem; adoording 
to the djreftion' and; priftice' of the :zChurch/? 
which certainly chey would defire, if thar were 
the _ or only reaſon; And it they think there 
Re wo ignificancy or -yirtye; 11 the: of 

lick Office why dathey'ther-{o-64 

ly — to. have twulcd 5h! Privated: 'By which 
they ſafficiently dilgovier,>/Fharmot the mndifpe- © * 
ſition of their, Childicns: Bodies, | but of / their © ©; © 
own, Minds ,mekes;; thxmi rieglet/ cheoChwdls -- 
celebrate - a, Sacramacuit- at bomie, {oe which the 
Publick is the only proper place. :: 1 

[That they. ought. pot: -10cbe. complied with 
herein is certain 3 becauſe God is no reſpetter 

. of perſons: And: tho! we find /it:ifomerines' in- 
dulped to the Children of Kings, at was only on 
ſuppoſal of their having coſcerated Chapels in 
their Palages. And: for iaHi-rhis;we' find'both 
Princes themelves ' and chew Chikdren: Baptiz'd 
ia the 'Church': Many: : whereof are Ci- 
ted by (+) Paid the 'Deacon; parciculatly fd (r) De geft 
valdus, Son of deibdfus, King of the [ I 
Baptiz'd by:the;Buiop of Modetiia, mehs Church 
of Sr. Jon the Baptiſt and the:Son of Herach- 


2 us, 


ls) 4 place 


Bleſſed Yirgin, 
(r) Tom. 3. 
pag. 68. 


(u) Orat.in 

Sant. Baptiſ- 

ma. #5 Wins; = 
Suxoc N Mats 
Tuf LY) ALY * 
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wheel Exees 1599 Baptiz'd by Sergins, inthe (s) Blacerne at Bys 
me built eo rhe 2,2ntium; of which Son of Heraclins (t) Zona 


ras relates, That the whole Senate of Conftantr 
nople was invited to his Chriſtening : But the 
tond Mother ſtill; more tender 'than her Infant; 
dares not truſt her darling with the God that 
gave it her ; But thinks its being carried to rhe 
Church to its Baptiſm, would occaſion its ſpeed 
ex exportation thither to its Funeral. How cow- 
ardly ſhe is an this,, and how much the weakneſs 
of her Faith reſembles that of hee Sex, let Sr. 
(#) Greg. Naziarzer tell her. And it would be 


happy i all Parents.would weigh the great: ad- 
vantage oof having "their  Children' carly Confes 
"ell to God, before wickedneſs can obtam a 


prepoſſeſſion in them, againſt the ſceming Hicon- 
veniency, which the tendernels of their Age may 


- ſuffer. | 


But that which lis: ſtate and: indalgence in the 
great, changes ſhape, and pretends to be ſhame 
in thoſe of meaner rank and fortune ; and they 
uſually alledge their backwardnefs in bringing 
their Children to be Baptiz'd in the Church, to 
proceed from their inability to have things m 
decorum, as to their own Apparel, and the En- 
tertainment of the Company, as is uſual. © Or 
elſe that they would not be thought at ſo'low 
an ebb as not to have wherewithal to gratifie the 

| Mw 
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Miniſter for: his attendance ; which. by, the dif 
courſe of ſeveral of them. appears pf. the re- 
ceived notion of their circumſtances who bring 
their Children to Church to be Baptiz'd, as if 
they did it. to; fave. charges, fince for that there 
are no Fees due. Fo an{wer. the firſt there.needs 
little elſe be ſaid, than. that the prodigality' of 
ſome ought not to oblige others, nor be propoſed 
for their imitation ;, much leſs be:a refleftion on 
them. for avoiding it, than which nothing..can 
more juſtifie their Prudence and Sobriety, That 
ſuch Treats and Fatertainments were dilap- 
proved of by the Church; we have the teſtimoy 
ny, of St..(w). Greg. Nazianzen; who thus| ige (3) Ont 
forms his Auditory : © 'Tisill to ſay, where is the "agg *r6r | 
« Gift that I ſhall offer for my. Baptiſm? where 7Z4roe _ 
« are my new Cloths? where ſhall I have Provi« 9 7 
© {jon for the Entertainment of my. Goſlips?; Do *© | 
© not, in a. matter of ſuch moment as that Sacra-- 
< ment, regard. things ſo- minute. and: trivial; 
«Suffer not- your ſelt to be withdrawn from it 
« by an affection, ſo baſe and abject. This Sa- 
« crament is above thoſe things that Tye. within 
< the proſpect of the Eye: Make your {elt your 
<« Offering : put on Chriſt for a Garment, and 
* nouriſh me with an honeſt, and praiſe-worthy 
« converſation. -- Thus 1, thus God deſires to be 
« entertain'd. There is-nothing in eſteem with 
| | © God! 


IS ] 
< God which is not in the power of a poor Man 
< to beſtow upon Him : That even im ehis, thoſt 
* of meaner fortune ſhould not be diſcouraged, 
« as not having wherewithal to vie with' the 
=* oreat and wealthy; Indeed, in other things 
© there is diſparity between Riches and Poverty ; 
&« but in this, he that is readieſt and chearfulleſt, 
« 1s {till the richeſt and the moſt acceptable. 

There might ſeveral Councils be produced 

(x) Concil, Wherein to ayoid Levity, and Intemperance (x), 
= — Baptiſm is forbid to be adminiſtred in the Af- 
pro abul-t- ternoon, but in caſe of extream danger ; and 
where 'tis likewiſe forbid to make great Feaſts 

and Banquets after it ; which even.in 1549. was 
cenſured as a Heathen Cuſtom, and they that uſed 

it were termed parnm Chriſtiani ; and wherein 

(y) Conc *ris expreſly ſaid (y), Thar a due reverence may 
ap. 15. be ſhewn to that (great Myſtery, it ts earneſtly 
adviſed, that Baptiſm may not be Adminiftred 

in the Afternoon, when Men are charged with 

Wine and Dehicacics ; but in the Morning, in 

the time of Divine Service, and that with great 

Sobricty and Devotion ; And 'tis there recom- 

mended to the Civil Magiſtrate to {uppreſs all 

Feaſts and Banquets afterwards, or at leaſt to 

reduce them to a moderxtion becoming Chrifti- 

ans. So that not to follow this if faſhion, is 

ſo far from being a diſgrace to any one, that 


cis 
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"tis a9 well our Pridence as our Daty £0! avoid 
At. 

: Then for the other ks of being umwillng 
to be thought unable ro pay the Miniſter, "tis 
1dle and mmpertinent.: Becauſe nothing can or 
ouglit tobe demanded for the Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm, according to the Rules of the Charch, 

Nor ſhould the Clergy accept of any Fees! for 
Bzprizing Children in Private Houſes, lince if it 
is any part.of their Office or Dury,ias m raſcs 
of necellity, they are both by REIN and Rea- 


{on, and expreſs (2) Canons forbid -to receive (x) Capke He 


any thing: And if it is no part-of-their- Office; 
(as: where there is no neceſliry) the performance ?' 
is incanonical and unjuſtifiable, ahd rherefote ſo- 
far from mericing a reward, that it HICUTS A re- 
proof. 

/Thv'-ir; has been objeded | to ſome, wholankail 
ed for the Baptiſm of Infants with the Pub'ick 
Office, to be: Adminiſtred in the Church, and 
refufed the) Adminiſtration; of it in Private 
Houſes, but in great necellity; -afid then 4fi'the 
Private Form; that ſeveral good arid/'eminent 
Diviaes were not ſo ſtrict and 'fcrupulous; but 
did often condeſcend, upon-requelſt, to-admini- 
ſter Baptiſm 1n the Publick Fortin 'iti Private _ 
Honſes, and'rto Children utder no-indiſpgſttiors 
of body, and conſequently no” neceflity te be 
Baptiz'd at home. It 


( a ) Conftitut. 
& Can. Eccleſi- 
aft. Can. 36. 
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ff this is true, Charicy obliges:us to ſuppole, 
That they do it on the {ame account that made 
Moſes connive at ſome irregularities in the Fews ; 
for the hardnels of the Peoples &earts,: and in 
hope that by this compliance they may infinuate 


themſelves fo far into them, as in time'to bring 


them to an entire Conformity. This indeed is 
a right-hand Error, but ſuch a one as (with ſub. 
miſſion) is however not allowable. Since who- 
ever is admitted into Holy Orders, does firſt 
ſubſcribe to this among other Articles, (a) That 
the Book of Common Prayer, 8c.” containeth no- 
thing in it contrary to the Word of God, and that 
it may be lawfully uſed; and that be himſelf wall 
aſe the Form preſcribed in Publick, Prayer, and 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments and no other. 
Now to Adminiſter Private Baptiſm in the Pub+ 
lick Form, is not uſing the Form preſcribed, 
which he had promiſed and engaged under his 
Hand to do. Which engagement every perſon 
at his admiſſion 1nco any Benefice or Cure re- 
news ; and ſo laysa ſtronger obligation on him- 
ſelf ro perform it. The negle& of which is in 
the 38th. Canon cenſured with Suſpenfion, for 
the firſt fault; and without Reformation and 
Submiſſion in a Month, with Excommunication ; 
and upon perſiſting after the ſecond Month, with 
Depoſition from the Miniſtry. The words of 
the 
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the Canon are exprels :' er be hath 
ſubſcribed to the 2.9. Articles, ' ſball rot uſe the 
Fre of Prayer, or any of the Orders and Ceremo- 

ies preſcribed in the Commenion Book, let bim be 
fuſbended, &c. Now not to uſe the Private Forty 
of Baptiſm in Adminiſtring that'Sacratnenc'in'a 
Houſe, can be conſtrued no other than an omi(- 
fion of a poſitive Order, injoyned in: the. Book 
of Common Prayer, Befides,' how conformable 
it is to the Liturgy to-uſe the Office of Publick 
Baptiſm promiſcuouſly for that of Private Ba-- 


iſm, which were ſo diſcreetly ed by 
uy Compilers of them, and tp Dur oechx, a 
ed by the Churcfy for different oircuraſtances and: 
vccalions, let the World judge.. - : | 
Mg” achermors, whoever: performs theſe Oli 
ces otherwiſe than as-they La appointed' in the 
Book of Common Ptayer avid Adminiftration of 
Sacraments, by Law ERabliſh'd, and in the Ca- 
nons and Conflieurions in that caſe made aud 
provided, / exceeds: the'' bounds: ot his Licence, 
which" impowers him to cxeente'the: Office 'of # 
Preacher, and other Fccleſiaftical Miniſtries, ac- 
co:ding to: thoſe Books of Prayer, and Canons,.. 
with a reſtriftion, that he ſhall do-it nox alitey tie- 
ge'aliy modo. 'Fhatithis wasever. publick di- 
fpenſed with, 'is more perhaps thai anyone cans, 
et ;- and that it lawfully may,.can hazdly be 

G- 


made- 
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made out, till there; are more, ſufficient Reaſons given 
on that fide than there can be produced to the contrary : 
And it will be hardly found, that ever the Biſhop was 
mou to tolerate the Adminiſtration. of Baptiſm in 
rivate, unleſs in caſe of neceſſity ; 'and then norin the 
(5) Concil. Publick Form, but where there were (b) Oratories to 
+ Ya do. it. And if ſome eminent Divines tranſgreſs- this 
==. Rule, thatſhould be no Argument for others to follow 
them in an Error, any. more than the Defects and Infir- 

mities of Men of Quality ſhould be for their equals or 

inferiors to endeavour to reſemble them. But their be- 

ing taken notice of, and urged fo apy by the yul- 


gar, ſhould put them in mind of a ſpeedy reformation. 

And that the People may not expett this compliance, 

= - =—_ uſe chem to I, let _ ” conli- 

er'd, is ExpeQation has ill imputed to 

the pride and contemptuoulneſs of the Laity ; and their 

Compliance, to the flattery and obſequiouſnels of the 

Clergy. Let it be conſider'd how great an indecorwm it 

is to perform a Publick Office, that is of publick nature, 

in Private; anda Private Office in the Publick Form. 

Let the late date of this Cuſtom in our Church be look'd 

into, 2nd the occaſions of it. It proceeded either from the 

{cruples and diſputes about Ceremonies, when to avoid 

them, thoſe who were no lovers of them had their Chil- 

dren Baptiz'd at home by ſuchconſcientious Conformilſts 

(<) Concil- as could diſpence with their Rule, fays (c) Dr. Sherlock ; 
Provin. Colon. © Rs OS , 

cap. 9. de ag. Or Elie It ows its original to the fatal tune. of Ulſurpa- 

miniſtrat. Sa- tion and Impiety, when there was no King in our 

crament. eo 1{raet ; and when all God's folemn Worſhip was inter- 

Decret. 15, dicted as Prophaneneſs: Then the Orthodox , who 

would nat comply with that prevailing Schiſm, were 

forced to retire and perform thoſe Afts in Private, which 

they could not be allow*'d to do in Publick. And ſure the 

very remembrance that this Uie was introduced by ſuch 

means, 


7 nny and onion og 
= x: I 
deni priv , 
well as others publickly.; and ow gladly ch they would. 
-have donoig 3 pats And ievcaintheloourd — 


tw Church 6 


we were the Adminiſtration.of «ge 
| RR driven from the Churchand: the Cages <A 
ow would we grieve andcomplain, whatan injury and 


injuſtice ſhould we think were: arc d us, and how: zea» 
ous would we: be to injoy the benefit. which now we 
flight? But if neither God's glory, 'ngo/out own-advan- 
rage quicken us in chis.Daty; Jevat' Emulation move 
'us, that we may'not be out-done/by bur: 
the French and Dutch Congregations; W 
ing theirChuldren to th 


but yo 
it may carp hen Publick ; and 


ic anin- 
expreſſible.. favour when 'a 'Toleration =. 


them. for Private Ba incaſe 
it was uſual heretofore for Mothers whets they 

their Children ill, to run with them to the Church that 
they might be Bapriz'd, +; find by St. (4) | : 
Queſtion, where proving the of © 2 
rived from Parents to their 
Fants are wholly innocent, SR ; 
run with them to the Church- wh 
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